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E R R A T A. 

 
 The majority of this work is produced in modern font. However, titles and quotes from period 

documents are printed in an 18
th
-century type-face known as Caslon Book. While most of the font is easily 

recognizable and should not present any problems to a reader unfamiliar with that style, following are some 

differences with which you should be aware. 

 s = long ñsò or òsò (as in ñsomething }rangeò) 

  Do not confuse an ñsò with an ñfòðnote the lack of a cross-bar for the òsò. 

 ñssò at the end of a word = often long ñsò followed by a short ñsò (as in ñCongres<ò). 

 examples of ligatures (two or three letters togetherða dozen combinations used) 

 ct = {  

 si = ̀  instead of si 
 st = }  instead of st. 

While reading this can be challenging at first, you soon should develop the knack and not experience any 

confusion. The effort is worth the time as it adds to your comprehension of the eighteenth century and that 

is what a large portion of this hobby is all about. 
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T A B L E  O F  C O NT E N TS. 

 

INTRODUCTION. 
Being a discu| ion of the reason< for thi< work. 

 

I. PHILOSOPHY OF THE ORGANIZATION. 
Being a discu| ion of the founding concept<. 

 

II. BY-LAWS. 
Being a record of the governing regulation<. 

 

III. AUTHENTICITY. 
Being a survey of guideline< for clothing and equipment. 

 

IV. SAFETY. 
Being a li}ing of rule< to ensure safe a{ivitie<. 

 

V. HISTORY. 
Being a narrative of the coming< and going< of Benjamin Whitcomb and hi< 
infamou< Skulker<. 

 

VI. MANUAL OF ARMS. 
Being the text of the manual< for performing the military exercise<. 

 

VII. SUPPLEMENTS (To be publi>ed a< the need arise<). 
Being a collection of material< and documentation added in support of the 
content<. 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N. 

 
 Welcome to the interesting, educational, and enjoyable recreation of the re-creation of 

Benjamin Whitcombôs Independent Corps of Rangers and the American Revolution. 

 When a person enters this hobby, it is not unlike being born into a second world. People first 

experiencing the 18
th
-century lifestyle soon learn that much of it is altogether alien to us living in the 21

st
-

century world. Consequently, his/her mind is essentially a tabula rasaða blank pageðand is overwhelmed 

with questions. Not only does a new member have to learn about the hobby and Whitcombôs Rangers, but 

that person also must learn about a new period of time. While he/she is attempting to re-create a person in a 

military unit of over two-hundred years ago, the American military during that time strongly reflected 

American society in general. This modern group, therefore, is the vehicle by which members learn about 

and re-create not just the military but also the broader spectrum of 18
th
-century life. 

 There is a considerable amount of information which everyone in Whitcombôs Rangers should 

possess. One of the unitôs major goals is to educate the public about the American Revolution and its times 

but it is impossible to teach others without an understanding of the subject matter yourself. The objective of 

this manual is to assist you in gaining a bit of understanding by putting into print some of this necessary 

information. In this manner, many basic questions will be answered, the learning process will be sped up, 

and you will find your enjoyment of the hobby increasing exponentially. 

 Note that the manual is composed of several sections assembled in a loose-leaf format. Each 

section deals with an aspect of Whitcombôs Rangers every member should be familiar with. The loose-leaf 

construction will facilitate future additions and up-dates. One of your responsibilities as a member is to read 

and understand the contents. Another is to make suggestions for additions and alterations which you feel 

might improve the manual and the unit. This book is intended to be a rudimentary reference source and 

exists for you. It is hoped that each individual will do reading and research well beyond what is in this little 

tome. You will most likely find some aspect of the period that intrigues you. Do some research in that area 

and you will not only add enjoyment to your participation in the hobby but, will be able to share that new 

information with many othersða really satisfying aspect of the hobby. 

 Again, welcome to Whitcombôs Rangers. Read on and learn some of what this unitðand the 

hobbyðis all about. 
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I .  P H I L O S O P H Y  O F  T H E  

O R G A N I Z A T I O N. 

 
 When the original group of people met to form Whitcombôs Rangers, no one had any extensive 

experience with re-enacting. We, in our innocence, had no idea that our ignorance embodied both a curse 

and a blessing: A curse in that we had little information on sources of supply, events, knowledge of the 

period, and so on and so fifthðwe had to search out the info; and a blessing in that we had no idea of what 

we could get away with as far as authenticity and performance goesðwe assumed (and you all know what 

assume does to ñ-u-ò and ñ-meò) that the hobby demanded a high level of accuracy. The next few meetings 

of the re-created Whitcombôs became very important in the development of the unit. The founding members 

made many decisions which still govern the unit even after acquiring years of experience, new members, 

and folders (of both the paper and electronic type) of research information. 

 In spite of the lack of knowledge and the diversity of people, there existed a consensus about 

what needed to be done. Even though our assumption about the degree of authenticity demanded by the 

hobby proved inaccurate, we all felt that authenticity should play a major role in our interpretation of the 

original Whitcombôs Rangers. I use the word interpretation intentionally because that is all we can really 

doðwe interpret what little information we can gather about the unit and the times (remember that we are 

re-creating another world and we know only a very small percentage of what that world was likeðeven less 

for those just beginning in the hobby). We had no pictures and virtually no description of the original 

Rangers. All we could (and can) do is interpret bits and pieces of information gathered from a myriad of 

sources. Nevertheless, we felt that certain assumptions could be made about the unit and the people of the 

times and that if we utilized the most accurate info available, we could put together a high-quality group. 

We felt that with time, we could gather sufficient information to put together a reasonably accurate 

depiction of the original Rangers. Whitcombôs Rangers has changed considerably since those early days but 

the drive for authenticity has remained. It is the responsibility of each member to make the unit appear as 

close as possible to what evidence indicates the original unit looked like. Remember, we represent 

Benjamin Whitcombôs Independent Corps of Rangers, not a generic group of soldiers. 

 The cost of such striving can become prohibitive to some so, to help counteract this, the unit 

has always encouraged members to make some of their own equipment rather than buy it all. Not only does 

this help keep expenses down but it also helps members to better understand and appreciate the items they 

produce. If a member finds something he or she wishes to make, the unit will attempt to locate a pattern and 
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information on the item. A basic rule of thumb when making or buying equipment is to remember that if you 

can document it as being used in that period, it is eligible for your use. However, please consider whether or 

not a member of Whitcombôs Rangersðmostly farmers and tradesmen without large amounts of moneyð

would have had such an item.  

 Another major decision involved the ñdistaffò side of lifeðthe ladies and kids. Since most of 

us had families, we decided to make the unit a family affair. During 18
th
-century wars, women and children 

often traveled with the armies (campfollowers), some as families and part of the unit, others as hangers-on 

who either saw the army as a way to make some money or to be with their husbands. Although there 

remains no indication that any women traveled with Whitcombôs Rangers, we still encourage wives, 

children, girl-friends, etc. (whatever ñetc.ò may beðshort of pets), to attend events. The hobby is very 

male-oriented and at times there are events where there is little for families to take part in, but, with each 

passing year, more women and kids are creating their own activitiesðsuch as making or repairing clothes, 

spinning, playing gamesðjust as they would have during the war. All participants, men and women, are 

encouraged to research and demonstrate some element of 18
th
-century life other than just a soldier. 

Remember, Whitcombôs Rangers didnôt exist in a vacuum but, rather, experienced the period as we 

experience our times. The military serves as the vehicle by which we educate the public about the American 

Revolution and life during that time period. 

 In part of the drive for authenticity, it must be noted that we decided to try to depict the unit as 

it appeared in the early years of the warð1776-78. Not only did the war concentrate in the Champlain 

valley at that time but that is also when Whitcombôs Rangers gained much of their notoriety. In addition, 

this decision allows the members a wide latitude in their choice of items. The Americans, in general, and 

Whitcombôs Rangers, in particular, utilized a wide mixture of military and civilian equipment at that time. 

As the war dragged on, supply (such as it was) became somewhat more uniform but we wanted to have 

members utilizing a wide mix of items. However, I repeat, keep in mind that the original unit does not seem 

to have had members with much money. Therefore, during public hours, try to avoid items which would 

have belonged to wealthy people. What you do after public hours is up to you but remember that you still 

represent Whitcombôs Rangers. 

 Another early decision dealt with the unitôs performance on the fieldðwe wanted to be able to 

perform as line troops, light infantry, and skirmishers. The members realized the unit would not be 

uniformly equipped and not very impressive to look at. We felt that this might be a draw-back to being 

invited to events. To counter the appearance, the original members thought the unit should be versatile, 

accurate, and impressive in its performance on the field. Taking the field as line troops necessitates the use 

of a manual of arms and the years chosen to be depicted (ó76-ó78) restricted the choice of a manual. The 

common American manual drawn up by Von Steuben would not be used by the American army until later 

and so the unit finally decided to use the British 1764 Manual of Arms. It was a common manual of the time 

and, in addition, can be impressive if performed well. Later, we discovered that a few of the Rangers came 
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out of New Hampshire militia regiments that used the Norfolk Militia Manual from 1759 and we then 

dropped the 1764 manual in favor of the Norfolk manual. Regrettably, the unit became too adept at 

performing both manuals and was too often used as line troops rather than as rangers, scouts, and 

skirmishers as Whitcombôs Rangers originally functioned. In more recent years, the unit has come to be 

used almost exclusively in its proper mode in part because of the addition of practicing Lord Howeôs 1774 

Light Infantry drill and other maneuvers in open order. 

 Friday and Saturday nights provide some of the most enjoyable times at events. In the early 

years, most participants used modern camping gear because very few had period-correct tentage. In 

addition, virtually all participants arrived Saturday mornings. By the 1980s, however, events displayed 

much larger period camps and, now, modern camping is virtually non-existent at events. Furthermore, most 

participants now arrive Friday evenings. Being unfamiliar with the hobby in the early years and, like most 

participants, lacking any period-correct camp equipage, Whitcombôs Rangers camped in the modern areas. 

However, again like most participants, the members soon learned that activities in the period camps proved 

much more enjoyable (not to mention authentic). With the passage of time, the unit moved into the 18
th
-

century camps and now encourages new members to acquire a wedge tent as soon as possible. The unit 

owns a fly and one ñsupply tentò of its own (where improper itemsðcoolers, paper or plastic bags, etc.ð

are stored) so members can usually find some sort of tent space or shelter when they do not have their own. 

 An alternate form of camping began to be practiced by some members of the unit in the 

1990sðthat of ñhard corpsò (get it?ðòcorpsò instead of ñcoreòðyou know, Whitcombôs Corps of 

Rangers). Those who wish to, do not use a tent but rather camp in the open or under a lean-to with only a 

blanket and, possibly, a ground-cloth in the manner that all armies on campaign often do. Be aware that 

nobody is required to do this but this practice gives participants a new appreciation of what the original 

Rangers experienced. In addition, rather than having to spend however many hours packing up your tentage 

and camping gear before and after an event, ñhard corpsò participants roll up their blankets and are ready to 

go within a very few minutes. 

 The unit owns some odds and ends camp and cooking items but food is essentially the 

responsibility of each member. Rarely, food is provided by the event sponsors but, generally, the group 

purchases the ingredients for the Saturday evening meal and each individual/family contributes some money 

to the kitty. This way, everyone gets at least one good meal at an event. The remainder of the meals are the 

responsibility of each individual. Camp duties (gathering wood, water, and so on) are done in a communal 

manner with each individual doing their part. Cooking usually is overseen by one or two individuals. Those 

participants who choose to attend an event in the ñhard corpsò mode are often issued 18
th
-century-style 

rationsðanother way to understand more about what the original Rangers went through. 

 To some, parts of the above discussion may seem harsh or unnecessary but, Whitcombôs 

Rangers gained an excellent reputation by adhering to this philosophy. Proof of its value and one of the 

proudest moments for us came at the bicentennial of the battle of Cowpens. The six that traveled to South 



RANGER MANUAL 

1:4 

Carolina for the event received compliments from all who spoke with the members. In addition, even 

though none of the organizers had ever worked with us, they chose Whitcombôs Rangers to be part of the 

skirmish line which opened the battle. Similarly, the commanders at the 225
th
 commemoration of the 

Lexington-Concord battles chose Whitcombôs Rangers to serve as a skirmish line for our battalion and, on 

another occasion, during a lull in the activities, to go out and drill in front of several hundred (if not 

thousand) spectators. On each of these occasions, the commanders had their choice of several hundred other 

participants. If Whitcombôs Rangers did not take pride in itself and work to achieve a high level of quality, 

the unit would have just been stuffed in with the scores of other units. 

 Whitcombôs Rangers has a reputation of being very imaginative and innovative in our approach 

to the hobby. For example, until the late 1990s, very few in any unit had attended events in ñhard corpsò 

mode (ñminimalistò is how the Continental Line described us). We have been doing that for a number of 

yearsðjust like the original Rangers didðand, now, many other participants attend events in that mode. 

Further, while others often keep their clothing and equipment as clean as possible and look as though they 

stepped out of a catalog, we allow ours to become worn as though we have been serving on the frontier in a 

poorly-supplied army for several campaignsðjust like the original Rangers looked. In addition, we had the 

pleasure of being asked to help dig the first kitchens ever done at an event (youôll learn what kitchens are). 

Since then, we have dug them at several events where they soon become a center of attention for both 

spectators and participants. The bottom line of this approach?ðwe are always trying to think of new things 

to do to add to our interpretation of what the original Whitcombôs Rangers did. 

 In essence, as reenactors, it is our duty to re-create the period of the American Revolution to 

the best of our abilities. Personally, I take part in this hobby to experience in some detail what life was like 

for those who lived in that period. That is why I dig kitchens and do some events in a ñhard-corpsò mode. 

That is also why I let my equipment get rather ratty. By doing those things, I gain a better understanding of 

the time period and what the original Rangers experienced. Further, what we are doing is paying some sort 

of homage to those who believed in the concept of a group of disparate states uniting to form a country in 

which the individual played an important role. It should be constantly in our minds that we are representing 

a group of common folk who lived and died over two-hundred years ago. Each of us wishes to be 

remembered once we have left this plane of existence. The people we represent were no different and, by 

doing what we do, we have given them a level of immortality. In so doing, I often wonder just how close we 

are to doing things as they really were. I also wonder what those we represent think of what we are doing 

and of us. I hope they judge us well.
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I I .  B Y- L A W S. 

 
Article I. Basic Objectives Outlined 

A. To perpetuate the history of the ranger in the American Revolution through participation in 

historical reenactments, pageants, and other sundry historical and educational activities. 

B. To conduct small unit wargaming and provide and maintain uniform procedures for the conduct 

of said competition with regard to safety and enjoyment of both the participants and the 

spectators. 

Article II. General Membership 

A. Membership is open to anyone regardless of age, sex, race, or religion. 

B. Members must be at least sixteen years old to carry a firelock on the field in any unit function. 

C. Members must be sixteen years old to vote in unit elections. 

D. Each member is expected to equip themselves according to unit standards (as laid down in the 

Ranger Manual) within one year from the date of their recruitment. 

E. There will be two kinds of memberships: 

1. Supporting memberðentitled to receive the Morning Report but will not be allowed to 

participate on the field nor will they be covered by unit insurance. 

2. Full memberðincludes any man-at-arms or camp follower and their immediate family. Full 

members may participate in all unit functions. Full members in good standing shall have a 

vote in any matter of unit concern. 

Article III.  Dues 

A. Dues amount shall be determined on an annual basis. 

B. Dues shall be payable by March 31 of each year. 

Article IV. Elections 

A. A member must be in good standing to vote in an election. 

1. Good standing is defined as active in at least fifty percent (50%) of unit activities at the time 

of the vote or election. 

2. For an event to count toward the fifty percent requirement, the member is expected to register 

with the company clerk upon his arrival in camp and to muster with the unit for the remainder 
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of his participation at that event. 

B. Field officers and non-commissioned officers. 

1. There shall be no officer above the rank of captain. Command of the Rangers shall remain, 

symbolically, with Major Benjamin Whitcomb. 

2. There shall be one Lieutenant. He shall command the unit in field and camp activities. 

3. There shall be one corporal and one sergeant per company. A company shall consist of eight 

men. Should the membership increase beyond this number, there will be elected a second 

corporal until such time as numbers are sufficient to form a second company. The senior 

corporal shall command in the absence of any higher rank. 

4. Field officers and non-commissioned officers will be elected from the membership in good 

standing at the first meeting of the new fiscal year. The fiscal year being defined as from 

April 1
st
 through March 31

st
. 

C. Board of Directors. 

1. The Board shall be composed of five members in good standing. These persons shall be the 

commanding officer, the treasurer and three members-at-large. The members-at-large shall be 

voted on by the membership in good standing at the first meeting of the new fiscal year. 

2. Powers and duties. 

a) call special meetings 

b) oversee the general activities of the unit 

c) keep the unit in line with the basic objectives as outlined in Article I 

3. The chairman and secretary of the Board shall be elected from the members of the Board. 

Article V. Non-elected Officers 

A. There shall be a unit treasurer who will collect dues and handle the funds of the unit. A report will 

be submitted verbally at each meeting and in writing annually. The unit commander and the 

treasurer are empowered to sign checks. 

B. There shall be a company clerk who will carry on correspondence for the unit and compile a 

calendar of events for unit approval. The clerk will be responsible for taking roll in camp unless 

otherwise designated by the officer of the day. 

C. There shall be a quartermaster to maintain an inventory of all unit property. The quartermaster 

shall oversee the maintenance and repair of equipment and submit an annual report, in writing, on 

its condition. 

D. There shall be a patternmaster responsible for the collection and distribution of all patterns which 

belong to the unit. 

E. The above officers shall hold no rank. Each is, however, empowered to request aid from the 

membership as needed. 
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Article VI. Standing Committees 

A. Membership Committee 

1. Shall consist of all non-commissioned officers. 

2. Shall endeavor to recruit new members and provide the necessary forms and applications to 

interested parties. 

3. Shall be responsible for the basic training of new members in the manual of arms, firearms 

safety, field safety and parade drill. 

B.  Research Committee 

1. Shall conduct and coordinate on-going research into the history of Whitcombôs Rangers and 

the general role of the ranger in the Revolution. 

2. Shall submit and recommend additions and changes to the official unit history. 

C. Camplife Committee 

1. Shall conduct training for members in 18
th
 century camplife and campcraft. 

2. Shall oversee the general appearance of the camp at events. 

Article VII.  Suspension and Expulsion 

A. Any field officer or non-com may be removed from command by a 2/3 majority vote of the men-

at-arms in good standing at a special meeting called for that purpose. No vote of removal can take 

place unless thirty days notice shall have been given in writing to said officer of the charges 

against him and the date, time and place of the meeting. At this meeting the officer will be given a 

full hearing. Charges may be brought by any man-at-arms in good standing. 

B. Any member may be expelled by a ¾ majority vote of the general membership in good standing, 

subject to the same conditions governing the dismissal of officers. 

C. Any member may be suspended from participation at an event by any officer of non-

commissioned officer present for the commission of a serious breach of safety regulations, 

common and accepted rules of behavior, or other abuse of reasonable action. This suspension 

covers only the day of the infraction but further charges may be pending under Article VII, 

sections A and B. 

Article VIII.  Amendments 

A. Amendments may be initiated by any member in good standing. 

B. An amendment requires a 2/3 majority vote of the membership in good standing for acceptance. 

C. An amendment requires 30 days written notice of the text of the amendment, and the date, time, 

and place of the vote. 

Article IX. Meetings 

A. There shall be one meeting per month when possible. Meetings during periods of peak activity 

will be conducted at the scheduled events. Prior notice of all meetings will appear in the Morning 

Report. 
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B. Special meetings may be called by the Board of Directors. 

C. Meetings shall be conducted following Robertôs Rules of Order. 

D. A quorum must be present to conduct a meeting. A quorum is defined as 55% of the total 

membership in good standing. 
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I I I .  A U T H E N T I C I T Y. 

 
 Authenticity has always been a goal of Whitcombôs Rangers. We are constantly researching the 

unitôs history and each individual is expected to read and learn about both the original unit and the time 

period. You will be surprised how many members of other units know little of their own unitôs history or of 

the time period. We have always believed that the knowledge of each member not only increases the 

enjoyment of the hobby, but also increases the ability to understand the 18
th
 century and to educate others. 

Keep in mind that we are history in three dimensions and five senses. People learn much more if they can 

use several of their senses to experience what they are being taught and that is what we offer them. 

 There are three key points to remember when considering some new item for your clothing or 

equipment. First, if you can document itôs existence and use during the period we represent, then it is 

probably permissible. Second, you must consider the type of unit Whitcombôs Rangers was and the stage of 

the war we try to represent (ô76-ô78). They performed extended missions on the frontier of the colonies far 

away from the niceties of civilized life. Furthermore, we have no indication that any of the original Rangers 

possessed much wealth and, therefore, it is highly unlikely that they would have had any items of much 

value. Finally, always seek the advice of others who are knowledgeable in the hobby and/or the time period. 

They will be glad to help you and might save you some embarrassment and expense. 

 The amount of information available has grown exponentially since the unit began. For 

soldiers, we suggest looking through Harold Petersonôs The Book of the Continental Soldier and George 

Neumann and Frank Kravicôs The Collectorôs Illustrated Encyclopedia of the American Revolution to get 

an idea of what types of clothing and equipment could be used. For women, look at Beth Gilgunôs Tidings 

from the Eighteenth Century and the Brigade of the American Revolutionôs Womenôs Dress During the 

American Revolution: an Interpretive Guide. Be aware that what is shown there is not the be-all and end-all 

of what you can useðthese are only a couple sources but they provide a wide spectrum of items. To help 

you along youôre your kitôs development, the following guidelines are applicable to Whitcombôs Rangers 

but these paragraphs, like the books mentioned above, should be considered as merely basic information to 

get you started. Hopefully, you will find your interest piqued and explore for more details to add to your 

own personal store of knowledge. 

 Fabric: Why bother with proper fabricsðprimarily linen, wool, and cotton? The key reason is 

authenticity. The majority of units in the hobby have developed a high level of quality and Whitcombôs 

Rangers has always been driven to be near the top of that level. It is a matter of pride that other units look at 
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Whitcombôs Rangers with respect. Another reason is educationðof the members and of those to whom we 

talk about the unit and the 18
th
 century. As an example, it is interesting to note that few people have felt or 

seen natural linen except in the fine form of a napkin or a bed sheet. We should be able to show that, in the 

18
th
 century, linen was very common and came in many forms including canvas for tents and sails. Many of 

those forms are now available for our use.  

 There are some key points to remember when making or buying clothing. First and foremost, 

synthetic materials did not exist in the 18
th
 century so avoid synthetic fabrics. Synthetics, 100% or blends, 

often shine in sunlight, hold a good crease (which is not correct for period clothing), and will smoke and 

melt when a thread or small piece is burned as a test (refer to ñFabric Burn Testò table in Supplement 

section). Further, with few exceptions, avoid leather shirts, coats, or any other clothing (other than shoes, 

some hats, and the occasional pair of britches). Leather took considerable labor to produce and, therefore, 

items made out of it cost a lot. As an aside, those western-style buckskin, fringy things are not acceptable 

under any circumstances. Also, be aware that the people we re-create did not limit themselves to dull, muted 

colors. They had access to a wide spectrum of colors but they (the colors, not the people) came from natural 

dyes. Avoid glitzy, glow-in-the-dark colors that you get with synthetic fabrics.  

 Cut and fit: Clothing of the colonial period used a different cut and tailoring methods than 

todayôs garments resulting in a different fit. Coats and waistcoats fit tighter than todayôs coats and vests. 

Many of these itemsðin particular, breeches, overalls (a primarily military item), and trousersðare 

difficult f or modern tailors to make properly. While they fit legs relatively tightly, they had a baggy seat to 

allow for bending and stretching. Shirts, on the other hand, had a much looser cut under the arms and in the 

body and hung much longerðlong enough to use as a nightshirt.  

 Way of wearing: There are several ways of presenting the unit. Clothing and equipment looks 

much more authentic if worn, faded, patched, 

torn, and mended as if they had been worn day 

after dayðespecially for Whitcombôs Rangers 

who had a perpetual problem with supply on the 

frontier. The same is true for womenôs clothes 

which would also have food stains and burns 

from the fires. In addition, look at the details in 

period drawings and paintings to get a sense of 

how they wore their clothing and equipment. For 

example, equipment hanging off shoulders 

should be worn rather high, not down by the top 

of your thighðthe top of haversacks, cartridge 

boxes, etc. about even with your elbow (see 
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illustrations). Keep in mind that you have a plethora of gear hanging off you and the lower it hangs, the 

more apt it is to flop around and get hung up on thingsðincluding the person next to you in line. 

 Coats and Jackets: Whitcombôs Rangers received at least three issues of coats but information 

on only one has come to light and even that is limited. It appears that the unit received some brown faced-

red contract coats from France (commonly called Lottery Coats) but there is no indication of the colors or 

styles of the other issues except one soldier saying he had buttons with ñUSAò on them. Similar to a civilian 

coat, the military ones included facings (lapels) and cuffs of a different color than the body, something 

seldom seen in civilian coats. Some of these coats may have had the tails cut off or been converted to 

something similar to the right-hand illustration in the previous paragraph. In addition, it is highly probable 

that the Rangers wore civilian style coats, casual frock coats (see right illustration below), long bulky great 

coats for winter, and even French style coats. It is also likely that some of the men wore jackets, made like 

coats but  shorter and generally without collars, lapels, or cuffs. Without doubt, at no time did all of the men 

have the same style and color of coats. 

 Hunting/Rifle Shirts and Workmanôs Frocks: Yet another form of outer wear is the 

hunting/rifle shirt/frockðit can be called any combination of those names. This sleeved, open front shirt 
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(left picture beloow) had varying numbers of strips of fringe sown on partially as decoration but mostly to 

help keep the wearer dry by providing surfaces for water to drip off and evaporate. It also often had a cape 

covering the shoulders. Its length varied from  just covering the hips to the knees. Another piece of outer 

wear to consider is the workmanôs frock (below, right). Similar to the hunting shirt, it lacked the fringe and 

cape and pulled on over your head. It is intended to protect your other clothes while working. 

  Hats: During the 18
th
 century, people constantly kept their heads covered and a wide variety of 

hats existed. Whatever pattern or type you adopt, be able to document it and use 18
th
-century materials. Be 

aware that the crown of most hats stood only three to four inches high. 

 Waistcoats: These common items fit similar to coats and several styles existedðsleeveless or 

sleeved, single- or double-breasted, etc. If you look closely at the picture of the American soldier included 

in the ñWay of Wearingò section, you will note he is wearing a very short style with a cummerbund or belt. 

As a general guideline, the  longer the waistcoat, the older the style. Mid-1770s waistcoats covered the 

waistband and top of the fall of the britches. Tailors often made the front panels of waistcoats out of more 

expensive materials than the back panels which generally would not be visible (jackets had all panels of the 

same material). Although many in the hobby may claim that men always wore waistcoats and would not be 

seen in just their shirts (kind of like walking around in your underwear today), this has been found not to be 
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true at all times, particularly in the army. The items would wear out and could not be replaced. 

 Footwear: Cobblers made the common shoe out of vegetable-tanned leather, plain, straight (no 

left or right) with a rounded toe, a 
¾
ò to 1ò heel, black, and generally with the rough side of the leather on 

the outside (the roughness often would not be obvious, however, due to water-proofing the shoes with wax, 

oil, etc.). Latches (straps) extended over the top of the foot for buckles or, more often, ties (never use 

rawhide thongs) and the quarters 

(sides and back) came just below the 

ankle bones. Recently, some use of 

ñhi-losò or ñhalf-bootsòðsimilar to 

the shoe but reaching just above the 

ankleðhas been documented. In 

either case, the addition of hobnails 

greatly assists in movement on 

slippery grass. Because of the 

expense of shoes, many people wore 

moccasins but western Indian styles (knee-high, fringed Apache ones, for example) did not exist. Eastern 

woodland styles saw extensive use. As a general rule, moccasins with a hard leather sole are western. 

Eastern moccasins tended to be soft-soled that wrapped up around the foot. 

 It is also possible to substitute modified modern shoes as a temporary alternative to 

reproductions: These should have leather uppers and be either black or dark brown, with the proper toe 

shape, a 
¾
ò to 1ò heel and be of smooth leather (no design). Military ñlow quartersò are ideal and if overalls, 

gaiters, etc. cover the laces, no modifications are needed. If the whole shoe shows then the shoe must be 

modified. Sketchbook ó76 shows how buckles or ties are positioned and shows the straps. Modify the 

modern shoe by cutting and stitching straps in place: This can also be done by a modern shoe repairman if 

he has the sketch to work from. 

 Supply receipts list three types of socksðstockings, hose, and socks. It appears that stockings 

come up over the knee, socks came to just above the ankle, and hose came above the knee but did not cover 

the feetða string that passed under the arch of the foot kept them from riding up. Leather or cloth garters 

held the stockings or hose up (do not dare to use elastic). Whichever style you choose, white or colors 

would be appropriate. 

 Accoutrements and Equipment: Must be of Revolutionary War or earlier pattern and period 

materials. Whitcombôs Rangers received cartridge boxes from Continental stores but they also received shot 

pouches and powder horns. If you received orders to go on a scout into Canada, you certainly would not 

want to be wearing something like a cartridge boxða sure sign of a soldier. Instead, you would wear a 

possibles pouch and horn. Likewise, the unit received bayonets but, again, that is not something you would 

wear into Canada. However, both those items might have been quite useful on a patrol or in action and 
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many of the men had them so they should be something to consider having. Several styles of canteens 

existed and you should make sure you have one. While they probably did not carry them that often 200-

whatever years agoðwater everywhere so you did not need that extra couple pounds hanging off youð

some events get quite hot and you should have a water supply on the field. A backpack is something else 

you might want to have but, rolling your possessions up in a blanket is a very authentic practice. Everyone 

should also have a set of eating utensils but you donôt need to worry about spoons and forks, dishes and 

cups. Just a bowl and a knife is highly proper. A haversack is a handy item in which to carry your utensils 

and food but is not necessary. Beyond that, there are scores of other items available for you to have but take 

the advice of someone whoôs been in the hobby over 30 yearsðyou will eventually find the vast majority of 

those things are seldom, if ever, used and get left behind so donôt waste the money. 

 At some point, you surely will wonder about putting some unit identification on certain items as 

is the practice in several other groups. Donôt do it. As you will learn, the British issued a reward for the 

capture, dead or alive, of Whitcomb and anyone with him. They preferred alive but not for any altruistic 

motives. Since the reward remained in effect throughout the war, it is unlikely that any of Whitcombôs 

Rangers marked any of their equipment with their unit name. Being captured with such identification would 

surely have meant a bout of ñhempen feveròðmore commonly known as hanged.  

 Weapons: Reproduction flintlock weapons representing no later than 1781 are to be carried. As 

a rule of thumb, rifles must have a 39ò or longer barrel to be correct for the period but Jaeger rifles had a 

28ò barrel. We have no indication any of the original rangers carried rifles but their use is not discouraged 

as they are nice to have to show spectators the differences between a musket and a rifle. Loading of all 

weapons is done with cartridges which should be rolled in a period manner (refer to drawing below) and 

made out of paper that will bite open easily but not tear as they are handled and jostled around in cartridge 

boxesðrefer to the pattern below for one way to roll them. Whether musket or rifle, it must be equipped 
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with a flashguard and a hammer-stall (also called a frizzen cover)ðsee patterns in the Safety section. 

Pistols probably did not see use by Whitcombôs Rangers and are discouraged by both the unit and event 

organizers. Edged weapons must be of the proper period pattern and materials and the blade must be 

properly sheathed. 

 French Clothing: British intelligence more than once reported Whitcombôs Rangers going into 

Canada dressed as Canadians. There is a noticeable difference between French-Canadian (Canadien) and 

American/English styles and one of the most common articles worn by Canadiens would be the capote. 

Sometimes inaccurately called a ñblanket coat,ò it is an outer garment usually with a hood and held closed 

by three or more ties and/or a sash rather than buttons. In a research project by Francis Back that looked at 

several score documentary mentions of capotes, a kind of wool called ñcadisò was the chosen  material for 

making them in over half the examples and blue, brown, grey, and white (in that order) made up over three-

quarters of the same group. Styles ranged from nearly ankle length to just above the knees. It is interesting 

to  note that people wore capotes year-round, just varying the layers of clothing underneath. 

 Packing for Patrol: The original Rangers performed long-distance scouting and going into 

Canada to spy on the Crown forces. These duties meant carrying much of your supplies on your back and, 

over the years, the recreated Rangers have made an effort to depict the original Rangers in just such a mode. 

The result has been an appreciation of just what and what not to lug. Pots and pans other than possibly a 
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small tin kettle, dishes or eating utensils other than a knife and bowl, or 

niceties like chairs, boxes, and tents would not be something seen in the camp 

while on that kind of duty. Even canvas lean-tos or ground cloths would, most 

likely, not be carried. Remember, youôd probably be carrying it up to 100 

miles on patrols and over 200 miles when going into Canada and backðnot 

the 200 feet from your car to the camp we experience in this hobby. One small 

aside regarding going to events in this mode: at the end of the event, you roll 

up your blanket and go home. No spending hours packing for the event, 

setting up, knocking down and packing after the event, and unpacking the car 

and storing all the stuff when you get home. 

 There are several methods of packing for a long-distance patrol. 

The most obvious would be a backpack or knapsack and there are numerous 

versions from which to choose. These would be fine when on patrol or 

moving from post to post but, be aware that a pack is generally a military item 

and, therefore, not something anyone from Whitcombôs would want to be seen 

wearing in Canada. Another would be in a blanket roll slung 

over your shoulderða method used for centuries (illustrated 

to the above right). Yet another is a tumplineðsimilar to a 

blanket roll but slung square across your back (the lower 

picture to the right). 

 Blanket rolls and tumplines are put together in 

somewhat the same manner. First, your blanket is laid out on 

the ground. If you are making a blanket roll, arrange your 

items along the middle (avoid clumps and piles), then fold 

over the sides and ends a bit to help hold and protect your 

possessions and roll the blanket up side-to-side into a long 

tube. Fold it in half, tie the ends with some twine, sling it over 

your right shoulder, and, Voylah!, youôre ready to walk to Canada. It may take some experimentation to find 

just the right length to fold and roll the blanket to get the right fit over your shoulder but once found, 

packing goes quite quickly. 

 With a blanket roll, you want it long and relatively thin but, a tumpline should be fat and 

narrowðno wider than your shoulders works best. Begin by folding up your blanket so that it is the width 

you want and about four or five feet long. In the process, fold in a strap or rope with a couple feet hanging 

out one end of the folded blanket (see drawing on next page). Arrange your goodies in the middle (you can 

be clumpy, here)  and roll the whole thing up into a big braciolaðor Little Debbie Swiss Roll for you non-

Italians. Use the ends of the strap/rope hanging out to securely tie the roll together, pull the loop over your 
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head and arrange it across your shoulders with the pack square on your back, and away you go.  Make sure 

you have padding or a wide strap on the portion that rides on your shouldersðotherwise, it gets 

uncomfortable rather quickly. Like the blanket roll, itôll take some experimentation to find the size of the 

loop that works best for you but, you can start by putting your elbow on the roll and adjusting the strap so 

that it forms a ñVò with your extended fingertips at the point. Once you get the length, you will have a very 

authentic mode of carrying your possessions.  

 Modern Items: Any modern item must be hidden from view during the time the public is 

present. Some overlooked items are modern glasses (have an old prescription fitted to period frames), 

sunglasses, and wristwatches. Women should not wear nail polish or makeup and be cautious of jewelryð

think about the type of women you are depicting. Cigarette smoking is to be hidden from the public. 

 Facial Hair:  We do not require members (man or woman) to be clean shaven as did most 

armies of the period. However, British spies reported some of Whitcombôs men going into Canada ñdressed 

as Indiansòðthey, therefore, must not have had facial hair. A few daysô growth looks goodðas if just 

returned from an extended scout. 

 Improving: For those of us who already have a kit put together, just remember that there is 

always something we can do to improve it. With that in mind, peruse the following suggestions. While 

directed towards a civilian impression, they are still applicable to our portrayal. (The Hive Online, 

http://www.thehiveonline.org/index.htm) 

1. Use a neck cloth  

2. Forget about those horizontally striped stockings - thereôs no documentation for them  

3. Remove any medals or unit pins from your hat or coat  

4. Cover your buttons with fabric  

5. Save the haversack for military interpretations & use a market wallet or snap sack to carry your 

things. You can also put things in your coat pockets - thatôs what theyôre there for! - Another 

reason to wear a coat or jacket!!  

http://www.thehiveonline.org/index.htm

